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60'NS TIDE RED, . 
Dear SIR, 


\_ s to my Thoughts about the Peace, which you deſire 
1 to know, I both hope and believe tis as good as 
concluded; I mean that Preliminariet are agreed 
upon Here, and will be ſhortly by the reſt of the 
Confederates, on Terms ſo very Safe and Honourable to all Eu- 
rope, and ſo very advantagious to Britain, that, eſpecially in 
Regard to OUR TRADE, perhaps our Records can hard-. 
ly produce the like. This, I believe, is little more or leſs 
than the Truth in every Particular, and ſome ſuch ſhort Account, 
as this is all perhaps you expected to hear from me; but, in 
my Opinion, neither the Queſtion whether Peace or not, nor 
even the Peace it ſelf, tho ſet in more Views than one, ought 
to be Conſiderations enough for one who is to ſit within Thoſe 
Walls this Winter; but 'tis an Affair that deſerves as much to 
be conſidered in its Conſequences as its ſelf, of what Uſe or Ser- 
vice it may be made to us, by a right Application, in Regard to 
our Home-Affairs, and what ill Conſequences may very poſſibly 
attend a Through Supineneſs at this critical Juniure. Theſe are 
Thoughts that have filled my Head ſo much of late, that I 
muſt, in Eaſe to my ſelf, have communicated them to ſome 
Body; and by ſending them to you, I ſhall have the Satiſ- 
faction of knowing your Opinion, how far my Thoughts may be 
allowed to be juſt, or my Fears reaſonable. | 
Firxſt then, as to the Peace it (elf, taking it for granted to 
be dane, and noe n Reaſon to ſuſpect it not to be a 
2 | Good 
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Good one, J entertain it as a Bleſſn ſent from Heaven, . and 
ſuch as no other Gereration but the Whigs could murmur 


at. Tis with the utmoſt 2 that J indulge my ſelf in 


the Proſpe of a Long, Uninterri ed Tranquility, all over Furope, 
attended. with Vaſt Riches and Plenty (the certain Confequen- 
ces of an Ezlarged, free, and ſecure Trade) to Our om Conn- 
try; and this compared with that of a Bloody, expenſive, and 
(notwithſtanding our many Victories ) almoſt deſtructive War, 
ſhows the Happineſs. in ſo. full 4 Light, that I know not how to 
expreſs the Satis faction I feel from it, nor the Thanks I think 
due to thoſe who have procured it to us. 5 
And as the next pleaſant View to that of an approaching 
Happineſs, is the reviewing of Dangers paſt, in Safety, fo from 
this Peace, thus eaſily attainecl, I cannot help looking back with: 
2 ſort of horrible Pleaſure on the Danger we have eſcaped of be. 
ing involved in an erdleſs War. When I conſider France has 


been offering =o bad Terms (in vain,) ever ſince the Battle of 


Rameilles ;, when | reflect on the Terms offered and rejected laſt 
Year at Gertrudenbyrgh, it amazes me to think what Length 
ix War our late Stateſmen, (either through Ignorance in not know- 
ing what was fit to ask qr be accepted of, or through a bound 
leſt Avarice and Ambition, not content with a, Ten Years, Ty- 
ranny and fleecing us) deſigned to have carried us; nor have 
I Sagacity enough to form even a probable Gueſs what Time; 
or what Conceſſrons from the Enemy, or whether Ay, would 
ever have been allowed by Them to be ſufficient for putting + 
period to this calamitous War: So that 1 ought not to con- 
gratulate you leſs upon the War ended, than the Peace made. 


In both theſe Fiews, Peace ſurely muſt appear agreeable to: 


every Man that has the leaſt Love or Tenderneſs towards 
his Country; nor do I doubt, but as the Scene open more, it will 
diſcover as much Strength as Beauty; ſo that on, what it is that 
the Whigs ground their pretended Fears, I cannot imagine: I 
mult confeſs indeed there is one Danger that juſtly ought, and 
I wiſh ay be ſufficiently apprebenged';, but it is What ariſes not 
from any Defed but from the Goodmeſs of it, I own 1 have 
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wry. Approtien fons leſt this Peace, when the Terms of it ſhall be- 
fully laid open to ws, (as much as tis at preſent ſillied by the 


ſenſeleſs Clamours and Stock:jobbing Avtifices, of the Party) may 


then ſhine forth in too ſtromg 4 Luſtre upon us, ſuch at leaſt as 


may ſerve to dazzle not a few of our Underſtandings, ſo as to 
¶ hinder us from looking forward. Tis too probable, we ſhall be 


apt to fit. down contented with the good. Thing done for us, in - 
ſtead of proceeding wigoronſly to make ſuch good and wholeſome 


Lame as are yet neceſſary for the Preſervation of our Conſtitu- 


tion both in Church and State, and tranſmitting them down to- 
Poſterity in the ſame Security from Faction at Home, as our EI. 
berties will be in from the Common Enemy Abroad. This is in- 
deed a real Danger, and what we ought to uſe our utmoſt Care 
and Vigilance to prevent; for as this is the very Opportumnity* 
wherein we ought to exert our ſelves, and make the Nation's» 
Happineſs at once compleat, by a through: ſubduing of her Home 
as well as Foreign Enemies; ſo if we now negle& to make 4: 
right fe of it, and ſhould either through Supi or Creda. 
lity let this Seſſions ſlide over with nothing done (but this Peace) 
for the Satisfaction of the Country, T wiſh I be not a Caſſandre;. 
but 1 dare prophecy, that we (hall heartily repent it the 
next is over. We muſt therefore uſe a double Diligence tor make 
our Triumph and Ovation. keep equal Pace, and not ſuffer the 
Glories of the One fo far to obſcure the Other, as to render it 
neglected and forgot. J 
L am. ſenſible J have already tranſgreſſed the Bounds of a. 
Letter; but ſince I have laid it down as my Opinion, That 
ſome good Laws are yet abſolutely aeceſſary to the firm eftabliſh-- 
ing of our Welfare at Home, and that this is the unity of 
obtaining them, I muſt explain my ſelf, but it ſhall be with all” 
the Brevity that poſſibly 1 can. . 
To be very ſhort then, I muſt frankly own, if either: Church? 
or. State, were in Danger a Twelvemonth- or Two ago; I do not 
ſee what ew Barrier has been fince granted them for their fitr-- 
ther Serurity: As to our Church- Affairs, when I conſider the con- 
ſtant. and unatebuntable Diſagreement of the Upper 3 1 
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Attack the Miniſtry both upon their unſucceſiſful Expedition, = 
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Convocation from the Lower, in almoſt every Thing pro- 
poſed, when theſe Diſſentions, at their laſt Meeting, were 
ſufficient to put a Stop to the Purſuit of an Avowed Denyer of 
our Saviour's Divinity, and hinder the immediate Cauſe of God 
Himſelf, from being throughly vindicated, I deſpair of any great 
Good to the Church from that Quarter. 

And as to the State, let us look through the whole Adminiſtra- 


tion, and ſee how much it differs from what it was in the worſt 
Time of Danger ; we ſhall find indeed ſome good Alterations to- 
wards the Tad, but the Exterior Parts, altho' adjudged in Par- 
liament to be corrupted to the laſt Degree, continue (till the ſame : 


And if Compariſons betwixt Bodies Politick and Natural may 


be allowed of, I appeal to the whole College of Phyſicians, in 


what Degree of Safety they would pronounce that Body. whoſe 
Head and noble Parts were only ſound, and all the Limbs, tho 
adjudged rotten, were obſtinately refus'd to be cut off. 

. Tet this is our myſterious Caſe, therefore that ſome ſalutary Alte- 


ratives are needſul, and would not be a little zſeful, may with- 
ont much Difficulty be allowed; and that this is the Proper Time 
for applying the Remedy, I ſhall make my Obſervation from 


what was the Opinion of a very great Man, when he produ- 
ced that Admirable Scheme of ſatisfying the Prodigious Debt the 


Nation labour'd under laſt Lear: He told us, That tho' it might 


ſeem a Paradox, yet it was certainly true, that ſuch a Debt was 
too big to be paid. in Time of Peace. The Obſervation was wor- 
thy of the Wiſdom and Experience of Him that made it, and 
it may ſerve to teach us, that ſuch another Paradox may prove true 


too, if we ſhould defer the taking Care of our ſelves, till Taxes 
| and Aſſiſtante ſhall not be wanted: Therefore tis Now we ought to 


ſtruggle as becomes us to anſwer the ExpeFations of thoſe that ſet 
Us, and I am almoſt of Opinion, that what would content both 
us and them, will hardly, if demanded, be clenied us; but if 
we are nom wanting ta our ſelves, we maſt fit down for ever 


. hereafter contented with only hoping for the Beſt. | 


This is the Time the Whigs will make their ntmoſt Effort to 


t 
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the Terms of Peace; and whilſt there is a Pariy that will miſe 9 
repreſent the one, and ſet forth every Article of the other in the 
falſeſt Colours that tis poſſible for their Rage and Malice, and Diſ- 
appointment, to invent, tis not the Reaſonableneſs ang Goodneſs 
of them will be, ſolely, able to protect them, but there muſt be 
a firm and ſteady Adherence of honeſt Gentlemen, that wilt 
not ſuffer Themſelves and Country to be impoſed upon; and ſurely | 
ſuch 4 Service, tho' no more than juſt, will merit fome Regard | 
from Thoſe whom it ſo much concerns to have them Both appear in | 
the moſt fair and equal Lights that's poſſible: And when I 
conſider that all the Return expected is no more than (to uſe 
the Language of a Writer of no ſmall Fame) that the dirty 
Under-Spurleathers may be laid afide with the worm out Boots, one 
would think the Demand ot ſo unreafonable, but we may hope 
to have it granted: And to ask Aſſiſtance only to get a few 
good Laws a Paſſage through the other Houfe, ſurely the mutual 
or rather general Benefit will gain a ready Compliance in that 
Point too; ſo that with a little Conduct and Reſolution, I think 
we may reaſonably expect to ſee this Seſſzor produce as much 
ood to the Country, (without coming near the Prerogative of 
the Queen) as any that the Experience of our oldeſt Member 
can boaſt of: But if thoſe are wanting | 
Perhaps you may expect that I ſhould name theſe Laws, 
hat I would have, and think will be of ſo much Service 5 but 
hat would be too large an Undertaking, and ought to be the 
roduce of more as well as wiſer Heads than mine; but I may 
enture to ſay, that ſome Bills that have already appeared in 
Publick, and gone through Our Houſe, are not the leſs worth 
onfidering again, becauſe they have gone »o further. The- 
Lace Bill, which I ſhall always put in the Front of thoſe that 
ay ſerve for Bulwarks againſt arbitrary Councils, whenever- 
uch ſhall be entertained at Court, is what is rather to be wiſh/d_ 
r than expected; for I believe no Conſiderations will ever 
revail with any Miniſtry (eſpecially this, whoſe Head has 
lways openly oppoſed it) to give 4 Helping Hand to what 
ould prove fo great a Cramp even to the Adminiſtra- 
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tion, as well as a Security againft the worſt: And as there's no 
preſent Danger, 1 will ſuppoſe that mult be poſtponed till ſome 
Times of Neceſſity ſhall forte it. through: But why maymt 4 
Bill againſt Occafional Conformity be vom thought reaſonable 2? 

That is a Bill will be of vo ſonall Tye to both Church and State, 
and only prevents ſuch a ſcandalous Practiee and Sin, that I 
am ſatisfied there is not an honeſt quiet Diſſenter, but when 
throughly convinc'd of the real Purport of it, would give his Vote 
for, or at leaſt, quietly acqureſce in it. Why ſhould we not Re- 
peal the Naturalization Ac, and ſtop that Nice that has already 
let in ſuch a Flood of Beggary upon us? Or how can our great 
Man finiſh jo well the Work he has ſo nobly begun as by paying 
what Remainders there are, or the Deficiencies that may have 
happen d this Year, either with A, or ſome Part of the Plunder 
that former Miniſters or Favourites have ravif'd from the Crow, 


and diverted pe the Uſe of the Mar? Such Laws as theſe, that 
occur to my mall Experience, are what would give the Nation 
20 ſmall SatisfatFions but without Doubt, when you and other 


of our Friends ſhall meet, your Conſultations may produce 
much better; and I hope you will enter into ſome Meaſares, of 
ſame Sort or ather, to make this a morc Significant Winter than 
the laſt, and not let any one Buſmeſs, tho of ever ſo great Im- 
portance, find us full Exploymemt for the whole Seflions. There- | 
fore I beg you would come up ſome little Time before the 
Seſſion begins, and make Uſe of that Influence I know you 
have over your Countrymen, to have them here againſt the 
Opening of it. Our Friend G. V. has wrote into the North, 
ſo that I hope we ſhall have a full Houſe at the very Begin- 
ning, and that our Appearance will be ſuch as not to ſuffer 
us to be treated with Camempt, but that we ſhall find ort felves 


able to do boch (u. ſelves and our Pear mar. Fuſtive. 
| | | Ta, &c. 


